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rays

clock   

           

planet              

alpha & omega 

The rays you see represent creation. Genesis talks about how when God created the
world, there was light. Then in the gospels John talks about Jesus being the Light of
the World (John 1).

The clock represents time. We understand that as our creator God holds all time -
before we were born, our whole lives, and into the future. God cares about every
moment of our lives and knows us in each one. (Psalm 139)

The planet represents Earth. God created all things, including our home - the Earth
and everything in it (Psalm 24).

        are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet or the beginning and the
end. It's kind of like saying that Jesus is everything from A to Z! (Revelation 1)

the alpha and omega
(What symbols help us understand Jesus?)

Jesus is described as the Alpha & Omega - aka the Beginning and the End of all things. But what does Jesus
means to us? The artist of these images gives us some hints to help us understand who Jesus is. 

Can you find them in the images? Which ones make the most sense to you? Are there any that surprise you?

Lamb #1 - Who Was

Lamb #2 - And Is

Lamb #3 - And Is To Come

ark of the covenant

skull 

heart

cup 

church

new jerusalem

crown

staff

scales

The Ark of the Covenant represents God's presence with people in the Old Testament.
The Israelites carried the ark of the covenant with them as a reminder that God was
with them, guiding them and helping them. You can read all about it in the Old
Testament.

The skull represents mortality, which is a fancy word for death. Jesus came to take
away the power of death and show us God's life. (John 3:16-17)

The heart represents the soul. Jesus plants eternity in our hearts and in him all things
live, and move, and have their being. (Ecclesiastes 3; Colossians 1)

The cup represents the eucharist or communion, which is a special meal Jesus gave to
his disciples and to us to remember the he was born in a physical body and gave his
whole life to make the world (and us) right with God. (1 Corinthians 11)

The church represents the communion of saints - that means everyone who loves God,
past, present, and into the future (including us!) 

The city wall you see is the New Jerusalem, representing God's restored presence with
God's people. (Revelation 21)

The crown represent's God's sovereignty, which is another way of saying that Jesus is
in charge of everything as our King. (Philippians 2 & Colossians 1)

The shepherd's staff reminds us that Jesus is our good shepherd - the one who takes
care of us, defends us, and leads us. (John 10)

The scales represent God's restored justice. (Zephaniah 3:5)



light
As we light our Advent candles we sing:

Come, be our Light; drive out the darkness. 
Come, Jesus, Come

Listen closely! 
How many times do you hear each of
these words during the service today?

Hope:  Peace:      
Joy:    Love:

Name these sources of light!

sun flashlight

lightbulb Candle

Moon
Lamp

Did you know that Psalm 36 says that we see light by God's light?
That light is Jesus!



AD
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In advent we light 4 candles to represent the themes of hope, peace, joy, and love. On
Christmas Eve we light a 5th candle - the Christ candle - to represent that Jesus is with us!



HOPE
Yet I still dare to hope
    when I remember this:

God's faithful love never ends!
    His mercies never give up.
Great is God's faithfulness;

    God's mercies are new every morning.
 

Lamentations 3:21-23



Lots of people in the Nativity story travel a long
way: Mary & Joseph, the shepherds, and the Magi.

Just like them, we all have our own journeys and
stories in life as we pay attention to Jesus.

Try thinking about what their
journeys were like as you move

through these mazes. What do you
think gave them hope in hard times? 

Twists & Turns



PEACE
 

For to                              a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the                                             will be on his                                         . 

And he will be called                                           Counselor,                                   God, 
                                               Father,                                                of Peace.

 

shoulders
wonderful

mighty
everlasting

government
us

prince
ISAIAH

-                9:6-

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%209%3A6&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%209%3A6&version=NIV


Can you spot 5 differences in the 2 pictures?
All is calm

How would you describe peace? 

What helps you to feel peaceful? 

What ways do you live into peace?





Great Joy!Great Joy!Great Joy!
In Luke 1 we read that the news about Jesus  brought Mary
great joy as she waited for his birth. She was excited for all

the good things Jesus would be in the world.
 

What kinds of things are you looking forward to in Advent?
What glad things can you thank God for in this season?












