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Economics of Affluence

1 Kings 4:20-23

20 The'people of Judah and Israelfwere as numerous as the
sand on the seashore. They were ¥&ry contented, with planty.to *
~ eat and drink. 21 Solémon ruled over all the kingdoms from the .
Euphrates Rivér in-the north te the land of thePhilistines and the

border of Egt/)pt in the south. The condquered peoples of those

lands sent tribute money to Solomon and continued to serve
him throughout his lifetime. :

22 The daily food requirements for Solomon’s palace were 150
bushels of choice flour and 300 bushels of meal; 23 also 10.0xen
from the fattening pens, 20 ,oasture—fed cattle, 100 sheep or
goats, as well as deer, gazelles, roe deer, and choice poultry.




Politics of Oppression

1 Kings 5:13-18

13 Then King Solomon conscriptegd:a labor force of 30,000 men
from all Israel. 14,He sent them toslebanon in shifts, 10,000

__every month, se that®ach man would be one-month in Lebanon
and two month's at home. Adeniram was-in charge of this labor
force. 15 Soloman also had 70,000 common-laborers, 80,000
quarry workers in the hill country, 16 and 3,600 foremen to
supervise the work. 17 At the king’s command, they quarried
large blocks of high-quality stone and shaped them to make the
foundation of the Temple. 18 Men from the city of Gebal helped
Solomon’s and Hiram'’s builders prepare the timber and stone for
the Temple.




Politics of Oppression
1 Kings 9:15-22 :

15 This is the account of the forced labor that King Solomon conscripted
to build the Lord's Temple, the royal palace, the supporting terraces, the
wall of Jerusalem, and the cities of Hazar, Megiddo, and Gezer.

16 (Pharaoh, the kin? of Egypt, had attiked and captured Gezer, killing
the Canaanite pepulation and burning it.-dewn. He 'gave the city to his
“-daughter as'a wedding gift when she married Solomon, 17So Solomon

Tebuilt the city of Gezer.) He also built up the towns o# ower Beth-horon,
18 Baalath, and Tamar in the wilderness within his land. 19 He built towns
as suciogly centers and constructed towns where his chariots and horses|c]

could be stationed. He built everything he desired in Jerusalem and
Lebanon and throughout his entire realm.

20 There were still some people living.in the land who were not Israelites,
including Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites. 21 These
were descendants of the nations whom the people of Israel had not
completely destroyed.[d] So Solomon conscripted them as slaves, and
they serve as forced laborers to this day. 22 But Solomon did not conscript
any of the Israelites for forced labor. Instead, he assigned them to serve as
fighting men, government officials, officers and captains in his army,
commanders of his chariots, and charioteers.




Religion of Immanence

1 Kings 8:12-13
: _ > | . "{‘ - , !
~12 Then Solomon prayed, “O Lord, youshave said

that you would live in a thick cloud of darkness.
13 Now | have built a glorious Temple for you, a
place where you can live forever!”




‘merging of I%mg

and religious
practices...




Even as Solomon
‘builds a dweliing

place for God,
Solomon is moving
away from God...



1 Kings 6:38—7:1
&

- 38 The entife buildihg was completed in every

detail by midautumn, in the month of Bul, during
the eleventh year of his réign. So it took seven
years to build the Temple.

7:1 Solomon also built a palace for himself, and it
took him thirteen years to complete the *
construction.




(CEL Solomog s reign
in conversation with

Samuel’s critique of
kingship — 1 Sam

8:10-13)




the role of the -
prophets...
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our lives as sign-acts...




small S|gns that

point to the sign of

the cross...
(critique of the present)




small signs that point
to the sign of new, .

heavens and new

earth...
(a hope of the future)
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Jesus...
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"Jesus of Nazareth, a prophet, and more than a
prophet, | argue, practiced in most radical form
the main elements of prophetic imagination. On
the one hand, he practiced criticism of the
deathly world around him. The dismantling was
fully wrought in his crucifixion, in which he
himself embodied the thing dismantled. On the
other hand, he practiced the energizing of the
new future given by God. This energizing was
fully manifested in his resurrection, in which he

embodied the new future given by God.” (p.116)
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