Pathways to
Reconciliation
the connection – June 18, 2017

Instructions
Tonight we have the opportunity to consider reconciliation and our
Indigenous neighbours. Part of our call, as those who follow after
Jesus, is to live in a manner that embodies the reconciliation of
Christ.
2 Corinthians 5

And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And
God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. 19 For God was in Christ,
reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. And he
gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. 20 So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God
is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to
God!” 21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we
could be made right with God through Christ. (NLT)
18

June is National Aboriginal History Month and June 21st is National
Aboriginal day. Through the stations we will be able to engage
with a few entry points into further exploration into what
reconciliation could look like.
Each one of the stations corresponds to a theme of Reconciliation
Saskatoon (Listen, Learn, Show up, Share).
Part of the stations this evening is to make a band of bead to
remind us of the need for reconciliation. At each of the stations you
will be able to collect a bead and add it to the leather band
provided here. Use this band and these beads to remember your
part in the reconciliations process.
(Please ask Chris for beads and a band if you would like to make one yourself)

Listen: To Each Others’ Stories (Fireside)
Reserve 107 Video Clip (5 minutes clip on repeat)
Director’s Description:

For decades, stories have spread throughout the village of Laird, Saskatchewan. It has been
said that First Nation descendants of an old treaty have visited shopkeepers and town
officials. The First Nations that came to the town, starting in the 1970s, insisted that a treaty
signed between their people and the government of Canada states the land of the locals
actually belong to an Indigenous First Nation. But when a group of Mennonites and Lutherans
in the town of Laird discover that the land they live on is in fact the former reserve of the
Young Chippewayan First Nation, they are forced to acknowledge the history that has brought
them to their present confrontation. A chief and descendant of the Young Chippewayan Band
decide to invite the local community to a meeting at the central site of the former reserve as
members in the town remain on edge. But an inevitable encounter at the towns historic site
compels the characters into a surprising discovery. Myths, assumptions and fears are
shattered as this old injustice is about to provide an opportunity for friendship and renew a
fierce determination to repair the wrongs of the past. (Brad Leitch)

We have a short clip from the documentary showing a conversation
between Hereditary Chief George Kingfisher and Mennonite
farmer Ray Funk about the Young Chippewayan’s land claim.
Questions:
1. If you could only use one word to describe this clip which
word would you pick? Why?
2. Are there other stories of reconciliation that you know of and
can celebrate?
3. What are your stories of reconciliation?

If you would like to watch the movie in full you can find it at
https://www.reserve107thefilm.com/
(the clip we watched starts at 23:32)

See the handout for more background on Reserve 107.

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/8cb9c2_6026b2e8ceda450abd3a95b00306adb7.pdf

Learn: About Our History (Foyer)
Calls to Action
“The Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement, the largest classaction settlement in Canadian history, began to be implemented in 2007.
One of the elements of the agreement was the establishment of the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission of Canada to facilitate reconciliation among
former students, their families, their communities and all Canadians…
Between 2007 and 2015, the Government of Canada provided about
$72 million to support the TRC's work. The TRC spent six years travelling to
all parts of Canada and heard from more than 6,500 witnesses. The TRC also
hosted seven national events across Canada to engage the Canadian public,
educate people about the history and legacy of the residential schools
system, and share and honour the experiences of former students and their
families.
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission created a historical record of the
residential schools system. As part of this process, the Government of
Canada provided over five million records to the TRC. The National Centre
for Truth and Reconciliation the University of Manitoba will house all of the
documents collected by the TRC.
In June 2015, the TRC held its Closing Event in Ottawa and presented the
Executive Summary of the findings contained in its multi-volume Final
Report, including 94 “calls to action” (or recommendations) to further
reconciliation between Canadians and Indigenous peoples.”
(Taken from Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada / https://www.aadncaandc.gc.ca/eng/1450124405592/1450124456123)

Here are copies of the 94 “calls to action.” Consider committing to
read these calls to action over the next few weeks and reflect on
how you might able to get involved.
PDF can be found here:
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Findings/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
(We will be getting some nice pocket sized versions in the next few weeks. We will let you
know when they arrive)

Show Up: Support Events for Reconciliation (pews)
Part of reconciliation is participating in events that will help us more
fully understand, as well as celebrate the culture of our Indigenous
neighbours. June is National Aboriginal Month and there are many
events leading up to National Aboriginal day on Wednesday, June
21, 2017. Consider participating in one of these events, or look for
another event this summer! It is also important to remember these
events in prayer and to pray for those participating.
(See also http://www.otc.ca/ for list of other events)

June 19th Canadian Roots Exchange - Visit to Batoche http://canadianroots.ca/visit-to-batoche/#sthash.gLuz7gLV.dpuf
June 21st - National Aboriginal Day
Events include:
VICTORIA PARK
7:30am Pipe Ceremony & Blessing of the Land
9:30am Rock Your Roots Walk for Reconciliation (Victoria Park - beginning at
12th Street West and Avenue F [by the Legion])
12:30 BBQ, Soup & Bannock
12:30-4pm Entertainment & Kids’ Activities in Tipi Village
WANUSKEWIN
8am - Pipe Ceremony
All Day Events are: Double Ball, Traditional Games, Powwow Dance
Performances, Medicine Walk, 7 Sisters Garden Tours, Tipi Village activities
(including limited supply bannock making), Indigenous Artist stage.
June 23rd - 8am-4pm - GSCS Powwow in Thornton Park (Pipe Ceremony
@ 8am, Grand Entry @ 10am, Lunch at 12pm)
June 27th - 10am - Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission Speaker
Series with Harold Johnson (Crown Prosecutor in LaRonge)
July 20-23 - Back to Batoche Days - Cultural Events

Share: #Reconciliation (coffee bar)
In the lead up to Rock your Roots and the Walk for Reconciliation
people from Saskatoon were asked to share their stories of
reconciliation. Several of these stories are presented on the wall in
the coffee bar. Read through them and consider your story of
reconciliation. Take one of the pages provided and add it to the
wall to contribute to the communal and continuing story of
reconciliation.
(see the last five pages of this file for the pictures)

Reconciliation (the Table)
The table is the place where we remember what it means for us to
be reconciled with God and challenged to live out reconciliation in
the world.
In the bread and the wine (juice) we encounter the one who brings
reconciliation.
As you come to the table tonight, think about your stories of
reconciliation and the areas in which you would like to see
reconciliation happen.

